
• Across studies, infants’ success generalizing beyond the book to a real object 
ranges somewhere between 15 and 18 months with robust and stable 
performance by 24 months. 

•  Studies vary in the degree of support provided. When preexposure to the 3D 
objects occurs before book reading and the book includes multiple exemplars 
of the novel object, 15-month-olds succeed (Geraghty et al., 2014). 

• But when there is no preexposure and only one exemplar, fragile performance 
emerges at 18 months and robust performance by 24 months (Ganea et al., 
2009). 
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Introduction

Study’s Goals
• To test whether 2 exemplars and an exploration phase after book 

reading would be enough to support flexible referent selection from a 
book to a real object

• To test whether bilingual children would solve this problem 
differently or not.

Methods
Participants
Thirty three monolingual (18 females) and 16 bilingual (7 females) 2-year-olds 
(23-27-month-olds) participated.

The Language Exposure Assessment Tool (LEAT) (DeAnda, Bosch, Poulin-Dubois, Zesiger, & 
Friend, 2016) was used to assess language exposure.
 
Languages varied: Arabic, English, French, German, Korean, Mandarin, Spanish, 
Tagalog, Vietnamese.

Monolingual Bilingual

Dominant 
Language

93.82%  
(range = 79-100%)

64.31% 
(range = 50-79%)

Income*
$90,231.82 

(range = $42,207-
$158,706)

$83,915.06 
(range = $46,585-

$158,766)

Conclusions
• There were no significant differences between monolinguals and bilinguals in either of 

the three tests. 

• Both monolinguals and bilinguals failed to retrieve the 2D item above chance in the 2D 
vs 3D trial. Their response pattern is what would be expected if the child were choosing 
at chance level. 

• Both monolinguals and bilinguals failed to retrieve the new Blicket above chance in the 
Extension Trial. This indicates that children regardless of language background were 
not successful at transferring the novel word to the real novel object when it was 
presented in isolation from the picture.

• These response patterns stay consistent for the overall sample. The presence of 2 
exemplars and an exploration phase after book reading was not enough to support 
flexible referent selection from a book to a real object.
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• Bilingually exposed toddlers are faced with a different cognitive 
challenge—they need to learn to associate two labels with one 
object. This practice may increase flexibility and improve their 
performance transferring a label from a book to a real object.
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